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EDITORIAL NOTES. 



THE STATE'S BIRTHDAY. DECEMBER 3, 1908. 

The ninetieth birthday anniversary of the State of Illinois, occurring 
on the 3rd of December just passed, was noticed by a number of news- 
papers with appropriate comments, but failed to attract much if any 
public attention. However, the centennial anniversary of the State's 
admission. into the Union, ten years hence, will no doubt be observed 
by our busy population of over 5,000,000 in manner fitting the noted 
occasion. Ninety years is relatively a brief period of time for ac- 
complishment of the wonderful results visible in the Illinois of today. 
There are quite. a number of its citizens still living who were born 
before the State was — while it was yet a territory — and who have wit- 
nessed every stage of its marvelous progress and growth to its present 
proud position in the greatest republic of all the ages. If such almost 
incredible advancement in every department of human activity can be 
made in the space of a human life, no prediction of the State's future 
in the coming centuries can be regarded much too fanciful or ex- 
travagant. 

And in view of all this rush of events, and rapid making of history 
in years past, will be seen the great importance and necessity of main- 
taining in the State an adequately efficient Historical Society to collect 
and record the missing links in its annals, and preserve the historical 
material already secured. The Illinois State Historical Society as 
now organized and managed, considering the many disadvantages it 
has had to contend with, has done some creditable work. It should 
do much more. Its membership is steadily increasing ; but it still lacks 
the active aid and cooperation of many more of the competent, schol- 
arly classes of our people who have not yet become interested in its 
objects and labors. 

At the last annual meeting of the society (Jan., 1908,) its con- 
stitution was amended so as to change the time of its future annual 
meetings from the usually cold and inclement month of January to the 
milder month of May. Therefore the date of the next meeting will 
probably be between the joth and 20th of May next, in the most 
pleasant season of the year, and it should be attended by all members, 
and all others of the public who can conveniently do so. For the 19th 
of May will be the tenth anniversary of the organization of the. society, 
and within a few days of the twentieth anniversary of the passage of 



the Act (on May 25, 1889) founding the Illinois State Historical Li- 
brary. It has been proposed that the annual meeting of the society 
next May be made an occasion* of special observance of those anni- 
versaries, as affording a fit opportunity for reviewing what has been 
accomplished by both institutions, and for considering measures for the 
further promotion of the usefulness of both. If the directors of the 
society decide upon this course timely notice and full program of exer- 
cises for the meeting will be published in the April number of the 
Journal. 



CELEBRATION OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY- 
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 
GOVERNOR SHADRACH .BOND. 

The initial arrangements are now in progress for the celebration, 
next summer, of the one hundred and thirty-sixth anniversary of Gov- 
ernor Shadrach Bond's birthday. It is. to be an open air meeting at 
the foot of the Governor Bond monument, erected by the State, on the 
hill at Chester overlooking the Mississippi river. The principal orator 
of the day will be General John C. Black, whose stirring eloquence and 
sterling patriotism always thrill and exhilarate his hearers. There will 
be other speakers of note to address the people; with music, and aft 
the usual accompaniments calculated to make such an occasion an 
enjoyable success. Very appropriate it is to commemorate the life 
and public services of Governor Bond, and the birth of a new State into 
the Union, at the foot of the first Governor's monument, on the ground 
hallowed by the historic annals and glories of Kaskaskia and Fort 
Chartres. 



THE ACCUMULATION. OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL. 

Circular letters to the public have heretofore been repeatedly issued, 
by both the Illinois State Historical Library and Historical Society, 
soliciting contributions, by gift or sale of certain historical data occa- 
sionally brought to light in Illinois homes in old book cases, closets, or 
attics, and usually regarded as worthless rubbish. The data referred 
to — in many instances of value to the historian — comprises old news- 
papers, those published in the State prior to the civil war, and during 
that war; old circulars and handbills, particularly such as emanated 
from politicians and office seekers; written correspondence; letters 
written before the typewriter came into general use, communica- 
tions discussing, or relating to the public or private affairs of the 
people, expressing the opinions or sentiments of the writers concerning 
individuals, localities, business affairs, religion, politics, social ques- 
tions, or public enterprises of general interest at the time. Also, old 
diaries, account books, bills and receipts, contracts, deeds, surveys, 
advertisements, sale bills, speeches and addresses, biographical sketches 
of early pioneers, and persons prominent locally or in the service of the 
State or nation. In short, the society wants everything attainable, 



either printed or in manuscript, descriptive of early events and inc- 
dents transpiring in communities, not heretofore published, and ac- 
counts of the multifarious transactions and inter-relations typifying 
the domestic life, the moral, political, religious and financial condition 
of the people during the State's earlier progress. 

Responses to our numerous requests for this aid have not been as 
spontaneous or encouraging as expected or desired. We therefore 
again appeal to the citizens of Illinois, whether interested in State 
history or not, to look up all material of the kind above enumerated 
that may be found about their premises and send it to the State 
Historical Society at once. In many of the older residences of the 
State are partial files of old newspapers, or old pictures of persons or 
places whose memories are treasured; old scrap books, old family 
letters, etc., kept for years because of sentiment or the endearments 
of early associations, until finally lost by the erosion of time, the inroads 
of mice, or by fire. 

Historical material of the kind herein indicated — to many looked 
upon as trivial and worthless, but often of value to the State historian — 
is annually lost from neglect and the consequent causes just named, 
and when thus destroyed can never be replaced. The necessity then of 
preserving it can not be too strongly impressed or insisted upon. If 
deposited in the fireproof cases of the State Historical Society in the 
State house at Springfield, its preservation and safe keeping for all 
time will be assured. Again we most earnestly appeal to the people 
of Illinois, in behalf of the State Historical Society and the all-import- 
ant work it is engaged in, to render- it the aid requested in collecting 
and securing for it the scattered and fragmentary records of the State's 
unpublished past history. The attention of the members of the society 
and the public generally is called to the circular letter on this subject, 
published on page 13, in this issue of the Journal. 



SOME ILLINOIS PIONEER SETTLERS. 

It is pleasant to know that we yet have with us a goodly number 
of the pioneers who came into the State following closely upon the 
trail of the departing Indians. In Belleville is Mr. Benjamin J. West, 
almost ninety-seven years old, who was born in Virginia in 1812, and 
came to St. Clair county, Illinois, with his parents, in 1820; and is 
still sprightly and active, with all his intellectual faculties unimpaired. 
He .was well acquainted with all the early Governors of the State 
from Bond to Ford; knew intimately Daniel P. Cook, Elias K. Kane 
and Senator Jesse B. Thomas; and was also personally acquainted 
with General Jackson, Martin VanBuren and Henry Clay, to say noth- 
ing of many other men of distinction who were the bright public 
luminaries in the earlier part of the last century. 

In Cass county, Mr. Wm Stevenson observed the ninety-fifth anni- 
versary of his birth, at his farm home near Little Indian creek, on the 
third of December, with a reunion of his family down to the fourth 
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generation. He was born in Kentucky, December 3, 1813, and in 
1829 came to Illinois whose political birth was the same date and 
month of his own, but five years later. At that time when but sixteen 
years old he drove with little help, behind his father's wagons, a flock 
of 300 sheep from his native home in Kentucky to Morgan county, Illi- 
nois, and has ever since resided on the farm (now in Cass county) he 
assisted his father to clear and put in cultivation. 

The biographies and reminiscences of these early settlers, and of 
others of their class, if written in detail would form an interesting and 
instructive chapter of Illinois history. And to obtain such unwritten 
and unpublished contributions to our history, the State Historical 
Society is exerting every effort. 



DEATH OF AN ILLINOIS PIONEER. 

Edward J&mes Glasgow, eighty-eight years of age, died in St. Louis, 
Missouri, on the eighth of December last. He was born in Belleville, 
St. Clair county, on the seventh of June, 1820, and was educated at 
St. Charles and in St. Louis. In 1840 he was appointed by President 
Van Buren, United States Consul at Guaymas, Mexico, and at the 
outbreak of the war between that republic and the United States in 
1846, he enlisted in the celebrated Doniphan expedition and was 
elected captain of the second company of the regiment. His bravery 
was conspicuous in the battle of Sacramento and capture of Chihuahua. 
After the war closed he engaged for a while in the Santa Fe trade, 
during which he at one time passed over the old trail from Santa Fe 
to Missouri with $70,000 in silver in wagons guarded by only seventeen 
men. For thirty years he .was in the wholesale grocery business in 
St. Louis and accumulated a large and valuable estate. 



NEW HISTORY OF ILLINOIS. 

Prof. Elbert Waller, superintendent of schools, at Viola, Mercer 
county, Illinois, has in press, soon to be issued, "A Brief History of 
Illinois," of about 100 pages, illustrated, and arranged in chronological 
order, of which he says, in his prospectus, "and while it is brief enough 
for the eighth grade to master in two or three months, it is comprehen- 
sive enough to answer all practical purposes in a teacher's review, or in 
a high school. I have made an effort to trace the history of Illinois 
from the time it was the home of the simple-hearted red man to its 
present, showing how and by whom it became so great, and finally, 
in my feeble way, I have tried to create a love for Illinois, and a de- 
termination to be worthy of its traditions." 



THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE CELEBRATIONS 
AUGUST 21 TO OCTOBER 15, 1908. 

The Illinois State Historical Society and the seven Illinois cities 
where the semi-centennial celebrations of the great debates were held, 
are to be congratulated upon the success of these memorial celebrations. 
A remarkable circumstance is the fact that the weather was fine on 
each of the seven days. 

The character of the celebrations differed at the various places, but 
all were well managed and highly satisfactory. The press throughout 
the United States mentioned the memorial celebrations in terms of 
approval. The Illinois State Historical Library and Society expect 
to publish in book form a complete report of the semi-centennial 
celebration. 

An introductory chapter will be written by Col. Clark E. Carr, and 
special reports of each of the several meetings will bfe made by the 
local chairman. 



FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS BY THE ILLINOIS STATE 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY BOARD. 

There is now in press a volume to be entitled Illinois Historical 
Collections, Vol. 4, the subject matter of which will be copies of the 
official letters and papers of the first four Governors of Illinois: 
Shadrach Bond, Edward Coles, Ninian Edwards, and John Reynolds. 

The papers are copies of the official records in the office of the 
Secretary of State, and they are edited and annotated by Prof. E. B. 
Greene. 

A compilation of the letters and papers of George Rogers Clark, to 
be published by the Library board under the editorship of Prof. J. A. 
James of the Northwestern University at Evanstori, is in course of 
preparation and will probably be published, in part at least, within the 
next year. These letters are mostly in the collection of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, and will be published in three volumes. 

Another volume of the Illinois Historical Collections will be the 
Kaskaskia papers, to be edited by Prof. C. W. Alvord of the University 
of Illinois. This volume will be made up chiefly of the early records 
of Randolph county, and will be similar in style to Illinois Historical 
Collections Vol. 2, which is the Cahokia Records, mostly from the 
St. Clair county records. 



